NEW ATTITUDE

A HEALTHY TENSION BETWEEN A GODLINESS AND CONTENTMENT REPLACES COVETOUSNESS


INTRODUCTION:

               Last weekend when I began to preach about having a covetous attitude, most of you probably said that this sermon don’t pertain to me. But after we saw that covetousness is not only wanting the wrong thing but could also be wanting the right thing at the wrong times, or for the wrong reasons or in the wrong amount, we realized we may be guilty of covetousness.  You see, you and I may not be guilty of wanting our neighbor’s spouse or our neighbor’s possessions, we may not be guilty of wanting the wrong things. But many times we do want the right thing but we are not willing to wait for God to supply it, or we want the right thing but we want more of it than God is wanting to give us, or I may want the right thing but my motive for wanting it is all wrong. These things are just as covetous as wanting my neighbor’s spouse or their possessions. 

God hates a covetous attitude. He says it is the same as idolatry and sexual immorality. And we saw, that He chastises us in two ways for this type of sin. First, God causes you to hate the very thing that you have to have. Secondly, He causes your appetite for that thing never to be satisfied. And I believe that those are two terrible chastisements from God.

So, we are left with the question, how do we battle a covetous attitude. We probably all have a covetous attitude, so what are we to do to get victory over this attitude.

Turn in your Bibles to 1 Timothy 6: 6-10.

1. If I am to battle covetousness, godliness and contentment must work hand in hand. There must always exist a healthy tension between who I am in Christ and what I possess.
1 Timothy 6:6 But godliness with contentment is great gain.

A. This verse tells us that there must always exist this healthy tension between who I am and what I have.

B. Let me show you a Scripture that makes this pretty clear.

      Proverb 30: 8-9 Keep falsehood and lies far from me; give me neither poverty or riches, but give me only my daily bread, Otherwise, I may have too much and disown you and say, Who is the Lord? Or I may become poor and steal and so dishonor the name of my God.

C. If I am to battle covetousness, godliness and contentment must work hand in hand. I must let that tension exist. If my desire for possession gets out of control, my desire for God is going to diminish. What will bring my desire for things back under control is my desire to be more god-like. As I move back toward God I will find that things are not as important. Most of us error this way.

D. There is another extreme also; some people become so hyper religious, that they become no earthly good for their family. They would rather spend all their time in their Bible or at church that they neglect the material needs of their family. As they spend more time meeting the needs of their family they will spend less time being overly religious and that balance will come back.

E. If I am spiritually healthy, I have this tension between the things of God and the things of this world. I am unhealthy if that tension does not exist either way.

So how do we know if that healthy tension exists?

2. I keep in my mind thoughts about eternity because thoughts about eternity promote earthly contentment.

1 Timothy 6:7-For we brought nothing into the world, and we can take nothing out of it.

A. What happens when I don’t constantly think about eternity. I live for the present moment. And when I do that my thoughts center on possessions and my thoughts about God decrease.

B. But when I can think about eternity I have a healthier outlook on possessions. OK, I cannot get it right now but in eternity God is going to give me more than what I am asking for.

3. I must train my mind to accept enough as enough.

I Timothy 6:8- But if we have food and clothing, we will be content with that.

A. How many times have you ever said to yourself, if I only get this one thing I will be happy? You get that thing and then you begin to search for the next thing that you think will bring you happiness. When are going to learn to let enough be enough.

B. The more we search for happiness in things, the less happiness we have God because God does not always give you the things you ask for.

4. I need to look around me and learn by the examples and mistakes of others.

Vs 9- People who want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap and into many foolish and harmful desires that plunge men into ruin and destruction.

A. The craziest thing about you and I is that we learn everything on our own? How dumb can we be? You teenagers, mother and father tell you no you cannot do that and it is probably that they have been there and done that and suffered the consequences.

B. If I can see that your search to get things have hurt your relationship with God why do I think that my search for things is not going to hurt my relationship with God.

C. If I can see that your search for a better relationship with God has brought you contentment in this life, why would I not try to travel that pass.

5. Not keeping that healthy tension between godliness and contentment will produce great problems for you in this life. 

Vs. 10 … Some people, eager for money, have wandered from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs.

1. If you don’t feel that tension this morning between godliness and contentment, you are in the midst of a whole bunch of troubles or it is just around the turn.

2. If you don’t feel that tension this morning, ask God to restore that to you this morning.

A New Attitude 

A Healthy Tension Between Godliness and Contentment

1. If I am to battle covetousness, _____________ and __________________ must work hand in hand. There must also be a healthy _____________ between who I _____ in Christ and what I _______________.

2. I keep in my mind thoughts about ____________ because thoughts about eternity promote earthly ___________________

3. I must train my mind to accept ______________as ______________.

4. I need to look around me and learn by the _____________ and ________________ of others.

5. Not keeping that healthy tension between godliness and ________________ will produce great ______________ for you in this life.

Additional Notes:
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