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1. The Introduction

Mary, the mother of Jesus, fascinates me. As I read in the Gospel stories of Jesus’ interaction with His mother, I have to wonder if she ever questioned to herself: “Does Jesus really love me like other children love their moms?” 

I remember when Jesus was 12 years old; Mary and Joseph took him with them on a trip to Jerusalem.  As they left the city, they thought Jesus was with them but quickly discovered He was missing. Instead we know that He stayed behind in Jerusalem and went to the Temple.  By the time that they found Him in the Temple they were very distraught but Jesus never apologies for His action. Instead, He tells His mother that He needed to be in His Father’s house. I wonder at that moment did she question: “Does Jesus really love me like other children love their moms?”
And then in Mark’s Gospel, Mary and Jesus’ brothers decide they want to spend some time with Jesus. The multitude announces the family’s arrival to Jesus; his brothers and mother are here. And Jesus replies that whoever does the will of my Father in heaven is my brother, sister and mother. I wonder if at that point if she thought to herself: “Does Jesus love me like other children love their moms?” 
Whatever questions Mary might have secretly had I believe they got answered at the cross. But isn’t that so truth; whatever questions I have had about Jesus love for me got answered at that same cross.

Turn with me in your Bible to:

John 19:25-27 (NIV) 
25 Near the cross of Jesus stood his mother, his mother's sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. 
26 When Jesus saw his mother there, and the disciple whom he loved standing nearby, he said to his mother, "Dear woman, here is your son," 
27 and to the disciple, "Here is your mother." From that time on, this disciple took her into his home. 

Today being Mother’s Day I want to turn this story around and look at it from another perspective.  I want to look at this event through Mary’s eyes. I want to ask myself what does Mary standing near the Cross tells me about a Mother’s love for her son. 
2. The Body

Point #1 A mother’s love will have her standing by your side not only in the best of times but also in the worst of times.
John 19:25 (NIV) 
25 Near the cross of Jesus stood his mother, his mother's sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. 
A. Two pictures come to my mind when I think about Mary beside her son. The first was the best of times. It was when Jesus came into the world. It was in a stable in Bethlehem, it wasn’t the best of settings to bring a child into the world; but it was the Christ child; the one the world needed to save mankind from their sin. That had to be the best day of Mary’s life; a miracle birth; a very special child but also her child.

B. But then I can also picture the worse day of Mary’s life. Her Son hanging on a cross; innocent; and she being unable to do anything to help Him.   

C. Peter, one of his closet disciples, is no where to be found; people who Jesus healed throughout His ministry are no where to be found; the multitude He feed with just a few loaves and fishes are no where to be found. His mother right there.

D. That tells me that you can always count on mom to be by your side on your very worst day. Mary was there for Jesus on His very worst day.
Point #2 Momma doesn’t have to say anything to make the situation better just her presence is more than enough.   
John 19:26 (NIV) 
26 When Jesus saw his mother there, and the disciple whom he loved standing nearby, he said to his mother, "Dear woman, here is your son," 

A. At the crucifixion, the Bible doesn’t say anything about Mary speaking to her Son as He hung on the cross. Mary is silent but her presence is big. Mary is standing next to John, the disciple that Jesus loved, and His first words are not to John but to His mother. 
B. How many times something has happened to you in life and the first person that you hollow out for is your momma? I can remember as a young boy many times waking up sick in the middle of the night and the first person I call out for is my momma. Daddy is in the house but I want my momma.

C. I certainly don’t look it, but I was a mischievous young person and I gave the nuns who taught me fits. I can remember even to this day thinking as I sat in the principal’s office when my momma gets here everything is going to be OK.

D. When I would be playing outside and I scrapped up my arm or knee, I would run looking for my mother because somehow I knew if she kissed it; it would be all better.

E. Let me tell you: something a mother’s presence in a person’s life is big. Mary’s presence at the crucifixion was big.

Point #3 Mary standing by the cross reminds me that although she may be the earthly mother of God she still needed forgiveness like the rest of us.
John 19:26 (NIV) 
26 When Jesus saw his mother there, and the disciple whom he loved standing nearby, he said to his mother, "Dear woman, here is your son," 

A. Sad to say but there are two types of people in this room. There are those who deeply love their mom and then there are those that feel nothing for their mom or even worse yet feel negatively toward their mom.  Over the years of my ministry I have heard people say: “I have nothing for her.”

B. How very sad! Mary standing beside the class reminds me that although she is mom; she is also human; she makes mistakes; she sins and she needs forgiveness. And if Mary, the mother of God, needed a Savior so does my momma and so does your momma. And momma also needs forgiveness!

C. So today I am going to ask you to do something big. For those here that have nothing for your momma; I am going to ask you to forgive her. She may not have been there when you needed her; she may have given you harsh words when you really needed words of encouragement but she is your momma; but she is human; and she needs your forgiven; and more importantly, for your own sake, you need to forgive her. 
D. Mary standing by the cross reminds me of the human nature of mom. How can I ask God to forgive me if I can’t forgive my mom if she messed up? 
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