PAGE  
8

A Little about You; a Little about Me; A Lot about God

Joshua 10:1-12

Dave M. Hartson

Bala Chitto Baptist Church

10/21/01

INTRODUCTION:

Any of you that work in the public know how difficult it is deal with the public sometimes. There are days you come home exhausted because people have worn you out. If you have to deal with people, and we all do, we struggle in those relationships sometimes.

I personally struggle in my relationship with God a lot. There are times it seems that God and I am doing well and then there are times it seems God seems distant from me.

I tell you about these struggles because Joshua had troubles in his relationship with the Israelites and with God. There would be times that the Israelites loved his leadership and other times when they grumbled about his leadership. There would be times that Joshua would not call upon God and then there would be times he couldn’t do anything unless he called upon God.

In his dealing with the Gibeonites, Joshua learns some lessons about people, about himself and about God. Let’s see what he learned this morning.

1. There are people who will pressure you to do more for them than you really want to do.

Vs. 6- The Gibeonites then sent word to Joshua in the camp at Gilgal: Do not abandon your servants. Come up to us quickly and save us! Help us, because all the Amorites kings from the hill country have joined forces against us.

A. Last week, we saw that Joshua and the Israelites made a treaty with the Gibeonites to let them live. It was an ill-advised treaty because they jumped to the wrong conclusion about where the Gibeonites were from.  The Gibeonites tricked the Israelites in believing that they were from a distant land. But at most, the treaty indicated that the Israelites would not attack the Gibeonites.

B. Now we see the Gibeonites asking for more. They not only wanted Joshua not to attack them but they wanted Joshua and his army to fight the opposition on their behalf. They wanted Joshua to do more than the treaty.

C. We all know people who out of kindness you do something for them and soon they expect you to do that plus more.

D. Some preachers are real bad at this. They give you a task to do in the church and you do such a fine job at it that it is not long and the preacher is expecting you to do more.

E. Simply put: there will be people who will stretch your kindness to its limit.

2. There are people who will never try to do something on their own if you are willing to do it for them.

Vs 2- He and his people were very much alarmed at this, because Gibeon was an important city, like one of the royal cities; it was larger than Ai, and all its men were good fighters.

A. The Gibeonites were good fighters but they didn’t ask Joshua and his army to fight with them but to fight for them.  The Gibeonites wanted to sit back and let the Israelites do the fighting.

B. Listen parents, once your child leaves the house let them be on their own. Don’t as parents keep doing things for them that they can do for themselves. You will only be hurting them.
3. There are people who can never be happy that you got something that they don’t have.

Vs. 4Come up and help me attack Gibeon, he said, because it has made peace with Joshua and the Israelites.

A. Look at the reason that they want to go to war against the Gibeonites. The Gibeonites had peace with the Israelites and they did not have it. What a crazy reason to go to war.

B. There are people in your family or where you work  who cannot be happy that you got something that they don’t have.

4. It takes me being right with God to do something for someone who has hurt me.

Vs. 7- So Joshua marched up from Gilgal with his entire army, including all the best fighting men.

A. How many of us in this room could do something to help someone who has just hurt us? Many of us would hold a grudge and say no way.

B. Joshua was deceived by the Gibeonites; his own people called Joshua’s leadership into question as it said they grumbled against the leaders. Let’s face it: the Gibeonites put Joshua in a bad spot. But it says that Joshua came to their rescue  and I believe that was because he was right with God.

5. It takes me having great faith to believe that God will fight my battles for me.

Vs 8- The Lord said to Joshua, Do not be afraid of them. I have given them into your hand. Not one will be able to withstand you.

A. The Gibeonites were fearful because it was five armies against one. When the Gibeonites called in the Israelites it was still five armies against one. The only difference is that Joshua and the Israelites had faith in God.

B. You may be facing some type of struggle in your life today, do you have faith in God that He will bring you through it?

6. It takes me having  understanding of God  to know that He does His best when I am my weakest.

Vs 9- After an all night march from Gilgal with his entire army, Joshua took them by surprise.

A. I don’t know about you but after an all night march to get where I need to be , I would be all used up and not effective in any battle, and especially in a battle against five kings.

B. But Joshua and his men did  not need to be full of energy because it was going to be God who was going to fight their battle.

7. It sometimes takes me being weak to see the greatness of God.

Vs 11-12… the Lord hurled large hailstones down on them from the sky… on the day the Lord gave the Amorites over to Israel…

A. I don’t believe that it they were mentally and physically prepared for this battle, they would be able to see all that God did for them. But in their weakness they could see clearly all that God did. 

B. They could see that it was God that hurled hailstones at them. They could see it was God who gave them over to the Israelites.

C. Sometimes it is only in my weakness that I can see what God is about in my life.

CONCLUSION:

It is sometimes difficult to live with others around you. It is sometimes that I struggle in my  relationship with God. But all the time there is greatness about God I cannot deny. 
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1. There are people who will _________ you to do more for them than you really want to do.

2. There are people who will _______ _____ to do something on their own if you are willing to do it for them.

3. There are people who can never be _________that you got something that they don’t have.

4. It takes me being _________ with God to do something for someone who has hurt me.

5. It takes me having great __________ to believe that God will fight my battles for me.

6. It takes me having  ____________ of God  to know that He does His best when I am my weakest.

7. It sometimes takes me being weak to see the ____________ of God.

