How do I Stop the Leak?

1 Thessalonians 5: 23                                                 June 1, 2008


I. The Introduction

God requires a lot of you and me. He tells us that we are to love Him with all of our heart, mind and soul. Whatever we do, we are to do it all to the glory of God. In our relations to others, He tells us that we are to do good to all people especially to those in the household of faith. In last week’s sermon, we learned that we are to pray without ceasing and to give thanks in all circumstances of life.  The common thread that runs through all God’s commands is that He requires 100% of whatever He asks you and me to do.

So it does not surprise me today that Paul tells me God requires 100% holiness from me. He tells me that God sanctifies me through and through. That to me means 100%.

My problem is that I let some that holiness seep out of me and I let some of the world creep in to me and so by the end of the day, I have less holiness than God has given me. My holiness tank has been depleted because I have put myself in situations where the world has caused me to lose some of that holiness God has given me.

Another way to say to say the same thing is: if my halo was straight when I left home this morning by the time I get back home after a day in the world it might be crooked or it might not be there at all. 
So, how do I stop the leak? That is what I hope to answer this morning as we look at this Scripture.

1 Thessalonians 5:23(NIV) 
23 May God himself, the God of peace, sanctify you through and through. May your whole spirit, soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

II. The Body

1. I will stop the leak if I can remind myself that it is God Himself who is giving me His holiness.

23 May God himself…

A. We have things all throughout our house that we have not because we use them or because we need them but because somebody special to us has given them to us.  And because we value that person so much we wanted to keep what they have given us.

B. What God has given to us ought to be special to us. When God gives us something it is because we need it; we have a use for it and it is His very best for us. And knowing that: it is a horrible thought to think that I would waste away in the world the holiness that He has chosen to give me.  I will keep Aunt Susie’s nick-knack but I will give away God’s holiness.
C. You say: when do I give away God’s holiness? When I listen to that off-color joke at work; I waste His holiness; when I tell someone that I am going to do something and I don’t do it; I waste His holiness; when the cashier gives me the wrong change and I say nothing; I waste His holiness.

D. I got to stop the leak by remembering it is God who gave me His holiness.

2. I will stop the leak if I can stay at peace with God despite what is happening around me.
Vs 23…the God of peace, sanctify you through and through…

A. Paul have already told us to give thanks in all circumstances and as we say last week one of the major reasons for that request is so that we can make better decisions. Make a decision when you are not contend; and you will make a bad decision.

B. Today, we find another reason to give thanks in all circumstances. If I am not contend with what God is doing in my life today I am more likely to go out and waste His holiness a lot faster than if I was at peace at God.

C. There are a lot of Christians that blame God for their circumstances. At the very least God might not  have caused their circumstance but certainly He could have done something about it.  Those Christians who think that way are likely to waste God’s holiness as He gives it to them. The simple truth is that you can not valuable God and what He gives us if you are not at peace with God.  If you are not at peace with God you will not value His holiness.

D. I stop the leak by being at peace with God.
3. I will stop the leak if I would quit thinking that Christianity is departmentalized and realize that it is all of me.

Verse 23…May your whole spirit, soul and body be kept blameless
A. Some of us like to practice our Christianity on Sunday and live like the rest of the world Monday through Saturday.  If you live that way you have departmentalized your life and likely to leak holiness. 

B. A couple of years ago, there was a rash of preachers who were involved in immoral relationships and it had to be that somehow they had convinced themselves what they were doing with their body was not affecting their ability to preach and minister.  It was like they departmentalized their body as separate from their soul and spirit. 

C. God tells us that there is no departmentalization in His mind. Mess up in one area and you will mess up in all areas. You have to act like a Christian all the time in all areas of your life. Mess up by thinking you can separate something from who you are as a Christian and you will begin to leak holiness. 

D. Stop the leak by remembering that God requires all of me all the time.

4. I will stop the leak if I remember that one day God is coming back and I don’t want to be doing the wrong thing when He comes to take me home.

 Vs 23…be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.
A. I believe that it was Jimmy Brumfield who told me that his grandfather would always tell him: you better be in church on Sunday because  you would not want to be caught doing anything else  if He comes on a Sunday morning.

B. I believe that I should not be doing the wrong thing anytime because I don’t know when He is coming back but I better be ready all the time.

C. If I would ask myself the question: if God came back right this second would He be pleased with what He saw me doing or knew what I was thinking? I might change some of my actions.
D. I stop the leak by knowing that He can come at any time. 

III. The Conclusion

I hate it when someone comes to visit me and they move their car after staying a little while and where their car was parked was a big oil spot. Their car had leaked.

I know that God hates to see the holiness spots that you and I leave behind when we leak.

Will you make a commitment today to stop the leak?

Let us pray!  
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